NORFOLK’S
HIDDEN
LANDSCAPES

THE GOLDEN AGE OF RURAL
ENGLAND THROUGH THE
PAINTINGS OF FELIX BERNASCON]I
ARCA

Felix Bernasconi ARCA dedicated much of
his long life to capturing in paint the scenery
of his beloved Norfolk. Trained at the Royal
Academy under the eye of three ‘Greats' of
British art — Edward Bawden, Eric Ravilious
and John Nash — after distinguished war
service, Felix joined Jarrolds the well-known
Norwich printing company, as head of their
design studio. From the 1940s onwards he
spent weekends and holidays creating
hundreds of paintings and sketches of scenes
which today perfectly evoke the county as

it used to be.

Only after his death in 2001 were literally
hundreds of his paintings salvaged from
almost certain destruction by a friend and
companion, John Bridges, who set about
conserving and cataloguing the collection,
realising the importance of his find. It is
these paintings that make up the body of this
superb new book, combined with a story of
the artist himself compiled from family
papers and memories of those who knew
him.

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

John Bridges was instrumental in
saving from destruction the paint-
ings which appear in this book.
Afriend and companion to Felix
Bernasconi, he also provided much
of the information used in the
biographical introduction to the
book. John lives in'Norwich with his
wife Kathleen and daughter Rachael.

Adrian Hill provided advice
and-support in conserving and
cataloguing the collection of
Bernasconi paintings. He is the
Director of the Picturecraft Gallery
in Holt, Norfolk.

Simon Butler Frsa, publisher and
author, contributed the Introduction
to the book compiled from family
archives and interviews.
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Watching the day go by, Great Yarmouth docks
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Midwinter scene, Bradffield

Timber at the dockside,
Great Yarmouth

Winterton-on-Sea




